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Park Theater plans still in place as continued contributions sought

By Lou Fancher

Small cinemas, especially the-
aters in which key stakeholders
are members of the community
and the foundations of the or-
ganization are steeped in local
values, such as sustainability
and ethical and sound fiscal
practices, are a tremendous as-
set, according to The Park The-
ater Trust board president and
fundraising chair Kathy Bowles.
“The re-opening of the theater
will bring to every single demo-
graphic in our town a huge
boon. We have data that shows
how important a community
theater is and what it can bring.
Our model improves upon that
because it is not just a movie
theater. Movies will be first and
foremost, of course, but music
events, talks, community fo-
rums, and other live perfor-
mances will mean it is a syner-
gistic space for everyone,” says
Bowles.

The League of Historic
American Theaters in a Novem-
ber 2022 Economic Impact
Study reported, “A single his-
toric theater in a small city has
the potential to sustain 37 full-
time equivalent jobs, create $1.2
million in total expenditures,
generate $100,700 in revenue
for state and local governments,
and add $790,179 to household
incomes in the community.”

CFO and board member
Tracey Karsten Farrell says it’s
rare when a civic project pro-
vides considerable economic
opportunity, cultural expansion,
and varied levels of investment
and ownership. “Anyone can
participate. We get million dol-
lar donations from family foun-
dations and $5 donations from
kids. It’s remarkable. And when
people see the plans, or attend
onsite visits we’ve held, their
eyes light up. They realize that
in the heart of our downtown
there will be a center of enter-
tainment, learning, and

engagement.”

TPTT purchased the prop-
erty in November 2021 after the
city invited TPTT to explore re-
furbishing and operating the
theater in 2018 and a $12 mil-
lion capital campaign to pur-
chase, save and renovate the
historic Park Theater was
launched - with an initial $3
million dollars raised. Since
that time, Farrell notes that an
additional $3 million in pledges
have been raised towards the
remaining $9 million needed to
complete the renovation, repre-
senting over 50% of the pro-
ject’s total cost.

Pledges include $1 million
from the Hofmann Family
Foundation towards the Park
Theater Renovation Campaign.
Lisa Hofmann Morgan, director
of the Foundation, in emailed
comments, wrote how impor-
tant it is to preserve and protect
the city’s history. “We are
thankful to the Park Theater
Trust and the private sector for
making these projects possible.”

Significant contributions
have also arrived from
Lafayette resident Linda
Drucker, with a donation match
from her employer, Bank of the
West now Bank of Montreal.
The Community Foundation of
Lafayette, The Livable Commu-
nities Trust of Contra Costa,
Mechanics Bank, successful lo-
cal fundraisers hosted by Réve
Bistro and Hideout Kitchen, and
donations from family founda-
tions and private individuals
show the community support
for the project.

Even so, Farrell says ag-
gressive effort aimed for more
corporate support continues
and will be essential for the
renovations to begin. An up-
coming major fundraiser for
2023 is a benefit golf tourna-
ment sponsored by Bali Con-
struction at the Orinda Country
Club on Aug. 28. A field of 92
golfers will compete in open

play on the well-regarded and
challenging Willie Watson-
designed course.

“Our board has decided
that to be good fiscal agents, we
have to have at least 80% of the
construction costs raised before
the construction begins,” says
Bowles.

Uniquely, the theater once it is
open will need only minimal
funding support as CinemaSF
will lease the building from
TPTT and pay rent into a sink-
ing fund to preserve and protect
the building for future genera-
tions. TPTT is an all-volunteer
501(c)3 nonprofit and there are
no investors. “We’ve kept up
with expenses along the way so
we can move it forward imme-
diately when we have the fund-
ing,” Farrell says.

Younger Lafayette residents
have also been involved from
the beginning. “One of the rea-
sons we initially started looking
into the Park Theater at the
city’s request was going to the
stakeholders. We knew younger
people needed to be involved.
Right away the students from
Acalanes were interested in
helping,” says Bowles, who re-
calls the project’s earliest days.
“They formed a Park Theater
Booster Club in 2023 and have
been actively supporting TPTT
at local community events like
the Earth Day festival and Rock
the Plaza. They are organizing
efforts to have booths at sport-
ing events this year to raise
awareness. My sense is they feel
it’s a wonderful, exciting op-
portunity to focus on arts and
culture; to bring in music
events, small theater, and other
activities that highlight the cul-
tural scene.”

Farrelll says, “We’ve really
seen they want to get their fel-
low students energized. They
hand out popcorn made by our
popcorn machine and talk
about having movie days for
just Acalanes students. These

students took it upon them-
selves to find a faculty advisor
and put on community events.”

Acalanes student Clark
Laskey of Lafayette Troop 200 is
working on raising funds to re-
store and refurbish the classic
cast metal letters that have an-
nounced movies at the Park
since 1941 to achieve his Eagle
Scout status.

Bowles admits there is stiff
competition for community
members' time, attention and
resources. “We can talk about
programming or what a day in
the life of the Park Theater
might look like, but until we can
break through other noise, it’s
hard. We use social media, go-
ing to chamber of commerce
events and city council meet-
ings. We’ve gone to small back-
yard gatherings with 15 people
and to large community events.
Honestly, to move this forward,

it’s increased public awareness
along with money that we need
more than anything else.”

Farrell says their outreach
efforts will remain unchanged,
as will their commitment to
reaching the end game and
opening a new, vital community
resource. “One of the most suc-
cessful approaches of our com-
munity outreach is being
everywhere we can,” she says.
“One of the most frequent
questions we get asked is when
the theater will open. We can’t
yet say when, but we can say
that with community support, it
will.”

Final schematics created by
the design team from Arcsine
Architecture and Shalleck Col-
laborative are available on the
Park Theater website (parkthe-
atertrust.org), along with exten-
sive information about the pro-
ject and the trust.

Residents face
unannounced power
outages amid new PG&E
fast trip program

By Jennifer Wake

Local residents, especially
those who live in the Cam-
polindo area of Moraga and
central Lafayette, have been
hit with a series of unex-
plained power outages lasting
anywhere from 4 to 8 hours
over the last nine months.
Karen Hawkins, who lives in
central Lafayette, noted power
has been out seven times s-
ince July 13. “The same area
comprised of approximately
2,000 homes seems to be con-
sistently impacted. We under-
stand that power will go out
from time to time when living
in a wooded area, yet this vol-

ume of outages is really not
OK,” she wrote in a letter to
Lamorinda WeeKkly.

Hawkins was advised of a
new type of system PG&E had
rolled out, called Enhanced
Powerline Safety Settings
(EPPS) which are designed to
reduce the risk of catastrophic
wildfires by automatically de-
energizing powerlines struck
by foreign objects. Yet, a su-
pervisor at PG&E told
Hawkins that the four EPSS
shut-offs in late 2022 were all
caused by PG&E equipment
issues rather than something
hitting the lines. “He read off
the specific equipment fail-
ures — transformer, caliper,
etc. ...continued on Page A7
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166 CYPRESS POINT WAY
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1917 SAINT ANDREWS DRIVE

KURT PIPER GROUP ranked #1
in the Moraga Country Club

We have the inside track on off
market and coming soon listings
in Moraga Country Club.
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Broker Associate
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KurtPiperGroup.com
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented
herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale
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BATTERSBY.

Just Listed!
29 St. Stephens Drive, Orinda

29StStephensDr.com
3792 Sq Ft* 4 Bedrooms + Office 3.5 Baths .49 Acre*

Modern architecture meets views in this convenient
and desirable Orinda location. Designed to showcase
natural light & bring the outdoors in, this sophisticated,

gated retreat offers serenity & a fantastic floor plan.

Open Sunday, 8/20 1-4 PM

Ashley Battersby
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
*per public records
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It's Village. Of Course.






